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NOTICE TO CONSUMERS 
Owing to the increased cost of fuel since February 
15, 1052, following the introduction of new currency rates, 
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Soviet 
Czech eco- 
ion is now 
analyzed eise- 
and show 
industry has con- 
rise spectacularly, 
romised increase in 
production of food and cloth- 
ing appears to have been in- 
definitely postponed. Only in 
the production of guns, tanks 
and planes does Soviet in- 
dustry exert itself to fulfil 
Stalin's instruction to ‘catch 
up with an overtake -capita)- 
ist production.’ 


„ in the West, 
too, armament production is 
increasing, sometimes, though 
not always, to the detriment 
of living standards. but at 
least it is not kept a secret 
in the Western press. 

The Czech workers. how- 
ever, were promised great 
things; the raison d'etre of 
their revolution, we were 
told, was to raise them out 
of their misery. Post-1945 
Czech revolution was held up 
as a wodel for Israel by 
some : 


In return for a material 
paradise, Czech workers and 
intellectuals were expected 
to sacrifice certain luxuries 
like . ‘bourgeois democracy,’ 
the right to dissent. the right 
to be Zioflists, the right to 
be ‘cosmopolitan, to travel. 
to admire the West. They paid 
in advance, the goods have 
not been delivered. but they 
find it too late to ask for 
their money back. 
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1 oratory of Mr Begin 

is so closely modelied on 
that of Hitler that it is most 
painful for those who ever 
heard the pro- 
totype: it may 
be one of the 
reasons why 


he » not 
count among his followers 
people who themselves ex- 


—— the Nazi regime. 
o employ this same hyster- 


cal tone and monstrous 
phraseology in an attempt to 
evoke the memory of those 
who were muzdered by the 
Nazis is a cruel piece of 
hypocrisy that will be deep- 
ly resented. 
If any comfort is to be 
drawn from Tuesday's ee 
on ae 
and organiza- 
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to armaments, compared with 
238 per cent in the Soviet 
Union. Nothing could be more 
absurd than this comparison, 
which, nevertheless, succeeds 
in deceiving far too many peo- 
ple. In the Soviet Union vast 
areas of activity, financed in 
America by 
prise, are the property of the 
State and thus swell the total 
budget to colossal proportions. 
B Compared 

We may get a little nearer 
to the truth if we try to com- 
pare actual expenditure. The 
total defence expenditure pro- 
vided for in the current Soviet 
budget, as enfhounced by Mr. 
Zverev. is R.113,800m. This. 
at the oficial rate of exchange 
(by which the Soviet Gov- 
ernment sets great store) is 
£10,100m. The total American 
defence expenditure is 
£14,800m 

The value of this compa- 
rison is, of course, open to 
doubt. A dollar is a dollar 
everywhere, but a rouble is a 
aig quantity. We know 
ow much butter 11 roubles 
will buy for a working-man 


in Minsk, and it is nothing 


like much as £1 will buy 
in London. But we do not 
know how many ‘bullets the 
Soviet War Minister gets for 
his 11 roubles. It ma be more 
or fewer than the British War 
Minister may buy for his £1. 

Moreover the Soviet defence 
budget covers nothing but di- 
rect outlay on the maintenance 
of the armed forces. All instal- 
lations of every kind. from the 
construction of strategic rail- 
ways to the building of tank 
factories, are excluded from the 
defence budget; they figure in 
the State budget under various 
civilian heads 

Thes, the beilding of textile factories 
te make eniforms couce ander the Mic- 
istry of Light ladustry. More gracefally 
oil. the pere-militery training of Soviet 
youth. es well a « deal of ecienti- 
fic research a to military cade, 
comes ender the general bead. “For 
the Development of Soviet Caleure.” 

lhis means that while some 
capital development by pri- 
vate enterprise in the West is 
actually a charge on defence, 
although it does not appear 
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During the post-war Five- 
Year Pian, ind aral produc- 
tion is said tc dave increased 
73 per cem ( the 1940 figure; 
but the production of con- 
sumer goods in the same pe- 


riod increased by less than 20 


per cent. In other words, even 
if we accept the official figures, 
the relative rate of increase 
of heavy industry and con- 
sumer goods indicates a tre- 
mendous empnasis in favour 
of Zapital expansion — a ca- 
pital expansion, moreover, that 
has so far yielded only a very 
small dividend for the con- 
sumer. What is this vastly ex- 
panded industry engaged in 
manufacturing? 

The United Nations Eco- 
nomic Survey of Europe for 
1951 comes to the conclusion 
that from 1946-50 the volume 
of resources devoled to de- 
fence in the Soviet Union, in 
terms of 1940 prices, slightly 
exceeded the 1940 peak of 
heavy rearmament and in 1951 
surpassed it. The official So- 
viet answer is very different. 
According to the Kremlin, So- 
viet industry is primarily en- 
gaged in making tractors to 
improve agriculture; machines 
to make boots and shoes; 
equipment for great projects to 
enrich the people. 

But this is not a very com- 
plete answer. There are 205m. 
people now in the US5.S.R. In 
1950, 240m. pairs of shoes were 
manufactured. Ever since 1922 
the average number of shoes 
annually has been about one 
pair per person. Textiles and 
household gods show a si- 
milariy low level. Projects to 
enrich the people have been 
in operation for 25 years; but 
the people are not yet enrich- 
ed. 
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Work Heals at ‘Kiar Shau 


lage to the founders of an ex- 


By GERDA L. COHEN 

Y ten minutes by bus 
f Jerusalem but it's 
Half a id away. Kfar Shaul 
is not a mental home, the doc- 
tors insist, but a real “kfar 
avoda er work-village—inhab- 
ited by mental patients. Work 
heals: of the 75 “workers” now 
in Kfar Shaul, perhaps half 
will eventually return to nor- 
mal life; the rest will remain 
in the village, allowed to liv 
gut their lives in peace. 


Climbing the stony path to 
Kfar Shaul, a cluster of repair- 
ed Arab houses and ruined 
walls, one recalls a day in 
1948, and a name Deir Yas- 
sin. — and wonders by what 
strange irony that tragic place 


of massacre has come into the 


hands of its present inhabi- 
tants. They, certainly, are una- 
ware of the disadvantages pre- 
sented by a derelict Arab vil- 


dwellings tumble -omantically 
askew, and heaped rubble 
scoffs at the idea of this being 
a scientific institution: dormi- 
tories and clinic, bare and neat 
as a Monastery, Come as à sur- 
prise. Three white- coated male 
nurses escort a line of men 
straggling. and listless, onto a 
sunny terrace where they begin 
to carry soil in baskets to cover 
the rocks. One man climbs onto 
a parapet and sits silently; 
another reads to himself, gib- 
berish. The others fill baskets 
and trot back and forth, tak- 
ing no notice of each other. 
Very slowiy they create -a 
little garden. 
Patience and Labour 

“Patience is everything,” said 
a nurse, gently showing one 
youngster how to empty his 
basket, Hey, professor! shout- 


GOVERNMENT TO BLAME 


Te the Editor of The POST 


Sir TR. attempt in your 
correspendence columns to jus- 
tify Dov Joseph's stricture on 
“too many refrigerators care- 
fully misses the mein point at 
issue. TR. and Dov Joseph 


know as well as Ido that most 


refrigerators were not bought 
out of Israel's foreign currency 
holdings, but were brought in 
by immigrants from the West, 
or came as bona fide gifts from 
outside. 

Dr. Joseph's attempt, echoed 
by T.R., to place blame for the 
influx of refrigerators, the 


economic difficulties and infla- 


tion on the long suffering pub- 
lic. and on everything and 
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IF you want to dispel the 

spectre of austerity and 
shortages all you have to do 
is walk down the Carmel 
market in Tel Aviv on a Fri- 
day morning. Keep your eyes 


rationing there. We were peer- 
ing so hard into the recesses 
of the stalis to catch a glimpse 
of the fabulous. things that 


almost fell over a large cart 
standing in the middie of the 
road piled high with red Ita- 


KEEPING POSTED ; 


Carmel market should be aboli- 
shed or the rationed Isravi 
market. 


TAS Knscast seemed strange- 

ly quiet on Tuesday a- 
fernoon. It was not so much 
that it was actually emp 
while the Nationality law 
were no firebrands dbout, and 


i 


% Ny, 
HE Film Club had a chance 

of seeing an old friend 
again last week, Chartes 
Laughton as Henry VIII. Not 
without envy they watched 
the King making a truly royal 
meal of fried chicken, until 
they noticed to their amare - 
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everybody except themselves is 
merely one further example 
of their smug refusal to face 
up to their 
attitude which proleptically 
nullifies any new economic po- 
licies and efforts to improve 
the situation from inside Israel 
or from without. 
Yours etc, 
ECONOMIST. 
Jerusalem, March 24. 


PIPES AND. TRAFFIC 
To the Editor of The POST 

Sir, — I am not an engineer 
by profession. but I have often 
noticed in other countries that 
when cables or pipes had to be 
laid underneath or alongside 
roads with a fair amount of 
traffic only comparatively 
short stretches were dug up 


put in and the soil filled in 
before the next length was dug 
up so as to imterfere ag little 
as possible with traffic. 

On Mt. Carmel a very diffe- 
rent method is used on the 
Stella Maris Rd. Although the 
narrow thoroughfare is used 
by a large number of civilian 
and military vehicles, a wide 
trench stretching over hun- 
dreds of yards has 


~ 


it!” mocked the American 
cial worker, 


don't force them, of course.” 


In one room, partially. white- 
washed, a young English girl 
teaches a group to make en- 
velopes and note-bocks, to 
model in plasticine. “The pre- 
mises arent quite ready: we 
moved here in August, and it's 
still primitive.” She picked out 
a skilful apprentice. “Seems 
normal? Most of them do; he's 
from Sharghai, speaks four 
languages, and gets delusions 
of being followed. There’s an 
ex-bank-manager from Paris, 
and that boy arguing with 
himself knows all about_poli- 
tics — otherwise he's retarded. 
That One can hum any opera 
you like, and sometimes breaks 
windows. Many of our patients 
broke down after being in con- 


mistakes, an centration camps, or our own 


War of Independence. We have 
all sorts; some respond to in- 
sulin treatment, some even 
help in the. office, and some 
are congenitally abnormal, like 
that old fellow who's been fif- 
teen years in mental homes.” 


Road to Normality 


The twenty-odd medical staff 
includes highly-trained nurses 
who are fluent several lan- 


find 
their feet after the dependence 
of a closed ward. It's too early 
to forecast our line of deve- 
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ed in saying that Mr. r- 
chill’s chief desire was to dis- 


with Mr. Eden and his deputy, 
Mr. Selwyn Lloyd. There again 
it would be wrong to give the 
impression that something in 
the nature of a conference 
piace, : 
Wat Mr. Eden and Mr. Lloyd 
were interested in was to dis- 
cover how far the Israci Fo- 
reign Minister agreed with 
their own appreciation cof the 
Middle Eastern scene. Again 
one reveals mo mystery in say- 
ing that both sides agreed 
that it would be inédviesble 
for Israel io press, ar be press- 
ed, for membership in the 
projected security pact. As to 
some kind of guarartee for 
Israel's frontiers and general 
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above products «re invited 
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